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What is happening? 
Parks Victoria staff continue to work proactively in partnership 
with the peak community mountain bike group, the Lysterfield 
District Trail Riders (LDTR), to maintain the authorised 
mountain bike trail network within the park. Park staff and 
LDTR are also working on proposals to expand the existing 
mountain bike trail network with new trails, including a 
proposed Skills Park expansion, which are being formally 
assessed through the Public Land Mountain Bike Guidelines 
(2013) in a collaborative approach.   

 

Legislation 
The management directions for Lysterfield Park, which 
includes the park areas north of Wellington Road, and 
Churchill National Park are set by the National Parks Act (1975) 
and the approved 2009 Management Plan (Churchill National 
Park and Lysterfield Park Management Plan).  The legislation 
and the Management Plan, are the key frameworks by which 
Parks Victoria is legally obligated to abide when making any 
management decisions, including where and how recreation 
activities occur. 
 
In addition, the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2016, Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, are key pieces of 
legislation that directly apply to Lysterfield Park and Churchill 
National Park, and therefore Parks Victoria is obligated to 
address any activities that directly harm or damage natural 
and cultural heritage values.   
 
Lysterfield Park and Churchill National Park have a significant 
history of Aboriginal occupation, with many cultural artefacts 
and sites officially registered throughout both the park areas.  
There are also a number of significant vegetation communities 
and flora/fauna species resident within the park areas, that 
trigger the obligation to closely manage recreational activities 
to protect these values in accordance with the 
abovementioned Acts.  
 

 
 

 

Public Land Mountain Bike Guidelines 
The Public Land Mountain Bike Guidelines (2013) are a 
framework to guide and assist Parks Victoria to manage 
mountain biking activities.  Unlike the abovementioned 
legislation and approved Management Plan, they are a 
decision making tool rather than a legislative obligation.  The 
Public Land Mountain Bike Guidelines assist Parks Victoria to 
make consistent, informed decisions about where and how 
mountain bike tracks are appropriate and sustainable in a park 
setting, as well as where tracks are unacceptable for 
environmental, cultural heritage or safety reasons.   
 
Mountain bike riding in Lysterfield Park is approved for the 
existing mountain bike trail network, clearly designated by 
official signs and the larger information panel signs throughout 
the park.  Cycling is also approved to occur on management 
vehicle tracks throughout the park. The authorised mountain 
bike trail network has been constructed and is maintained to 
International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) standards, 
is well signposted including risk awareness signage, and 
approved trails are regularly audited under IMBA standards 
with subsequent maintenance works to address risks. 

 

Closure of unauthorised MTB trails 

Lysterfield Park 

Mountain bike trails created or ridden by park visitors that are not part of the authorised mountain bike 
trail network will be actively closed and rehabilitated by park managers to protect public safety, mitigate 
visitor risk and to protect the environmental and cultural heritage values consistent with Parks Victoria’s 
legislative responsibilities. 

 


